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contract brought the total of damages up to .E55 Os. 0.
for which judgment was given with High Court costs.
The kind of "dental practice" carried on by Mr.
Morton, a retired furniture dealer, was revealed in his
agreement to teach Kett his" profession," in the steps
which he took to do so, and in his letters to Kett
when he had set the latter up, after four or five weeks’
instruction, in charge of a branch establishment.
The " instruction " consisted apparently in watching
Morton extract teeth and passing two or three weeks
in his workshop. The letters referred chiefly to the
pushing of the business ; the following extracts
illustrate the spirit in which Mr. Morton traded, and it
is to Mr. Kett’s credit that he did not give Mr. Morton
satisfaction in the carrying out of his exhortations.
Morton wrote : " Make capital of your knowledge and
push, push, push for new cases and money." " It is
just as easy to get half cash as instalments, but operate
first, discount the danger to them." And again:
" You seem to me too obsessed with the idea that you
are a sort of patient’s aid society. Yes, you are, but
always remember turn their troubles to benefit to
ups.... " " You must discriminate and for Heaven’s
sake look after us, the patients can look after them-
selves...." " Get all the money you can ; that is
what I run the businesses for."
Towards the end of their connexion Morton wrote to

Kett: " With reference to covering you, I could give
a certificate saying you were competent to practise
dentistry, or, subject to your behaving properly,
probably get you placed on the register as soon as the
Act is passed." The attention of the Dental Board
will no doubt have been called to the case.

EPIDEMIC CONDITIONS IN EASTERN
EUROPE.

IT may be remembered that at the request of the
Polish Government the Council of the League of
Nations held a conference in Warsaw when a detailed
plan was prepared for an anti-epidemic movement in
the border states and in Russia, the conduct of which
movement it was recommended should be entrusted
to the Health Organisation of the League of Nations
in association with the League of Epidemics Commis-
sion. The three last reports of the Provisional Health
Organisation, which we have received from the London
office of the League of Nations, and which are dated
March 25th, April 4th, and April 13th respectively,
contain general information on the epidemic situation
in the famine zone of the Ukraine ; an enumeration
of the case3 of cholera in the Ukraine and in Russia ;
and lastly the statistics of infectious diseases in
Poland, Latvia, and Hungary.
In the Southern Ukraine, in the districts of Odessa

and Nikolaiev, which are the most seriously affected,
25 per cent. of adult mortality and 40 per cent. to
50 per cent. of infant mortality are attributed directly
or indirectly to famine. Many medical men report that
the lessening physiological resistance in the popula-
tion is due to famine and to the use of food substitutes.
They give as examples of this the fact that intervals
between the attacks of relapsing fever are often very
short and mortality has increased, and the observation
of surgeons that broken bones do not mend. The
information concerning cholera received during the
month of April shows a more serious spread of the
disease than that indicated by the figures for March.
From Jan. 1st to March 31st, 1165 cases were reported
from the Ukraine. The epidemic originated in the
migrations of refugees from famine zones, and it had
been spread along the railway lines, as is shown bv
the numerous cases of cholera among railwaymen and
in the towns situated on important railway lines.
Strict sanitary control at railway junctions is urgently
necessary. In Russia proper, the Commissariat of
Public Health has reported 299 cases of cholera
between Jan. 1st and Feb. 18th, occurring in widely
different localities. The reappearance of this disease

over a wide extent of country and from the very
beginning of the year, is the most disquieting charac-
teristic of the present epidemic reports.
The epidemic condition of the countries bordering

on Russia remains serious. The report says : From
Feb. 4th to 19th, according to provisional information,
there have been in Poland 5140 cases of relapsing
fever with 208 deaths ; other figures are as follows :
typhus 3730 and 275 deaths ; enteric fever 1036 and
68 deaths ; dysentery 136 and 10 deaths ; small-pox
106 and 24 deaths. The progress of relapsing fever
in Poland has been as follows : In 1919, 2376 cases
and 153 deaths ; in 1920, 7079 and 293 ; in 1921,
14,163 and 414 ; finally, for the first seven weeks of
1922, 13,415 cases and 582 deaths. The most affected
districts are : Polesia, Bialistock, Lublin, Volhynia,
and Novogrodek.
From Latvia and from Hungary, the population of

which is given as 7,840,000 by a recent census, come
similar stories of blighting epidemics. The seriousness
is considerably increased in the Southern Ukraine by
shortage of water-in Odessa the waterworks are no
longer in use, the reservoirs which are situated in the
middle of the famine zone have been abandoned by
the workers, and the population have been dependent
upon casual supply from rain or snow, sources which
have ceased with the approach of summer.

Such is the terrible story narrated by the last
periodical reports of the health section of the League
of Nations. 
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ROUMANIA.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Failure of Compulsory Medical Examination of Female
Domestic Servants.

THE Kolozsv&aacute;r Board of Sanitation (Transylvanian
Branch of the Bucharest Ministry of Public Health)
issued an order, applicable in the towns, providing for
the medical examination of all female domestic servants
before entering and on leaving service. This order was
issued because of the great number of servant-girls
found with venereal disease on the streets after
working hours. In the larger towns the police make
periodic drives and take into custody all females, found
in the streets after 11 P.M. who are unable to give a
satisfactory explanation of their presence there. They
are medically examined at the police-station, and if
necessary are sent to hospital. The majority of
unemployed servant-girls have been found to be
infected with venereal disease. The order, issued to
counteract these conditions, has roused much opposi-
tion. Better-class girls-nurses and governesses-
strongly objected to this police medical examination.
Servants’ registry offices were avoided, and girls went
to the villages and smaller towns rather than undergo
what was described as " vivisection." The result of
the draconic order was that no domestic servants were
to be had in towns. The spread of venereal disease,
instead of being checked, was promoted by the order ;
those suffering from venereal disease left their places
before the execution of the order for fear of being sent
to hospital, and, lacking other means of livelihood,
turned to secret prostitution. The councils of the
larger towns have unanimously agreed to send a
memorandum to the Board of Sanitation requesting
them to withdraw the order.

Suppression of a " Specifcc Remedy " for Tzberculo-es.
Dr. Putzureanu, a medical practitioner at Giurgin,

recently produced a new drug which-according to his
experience of its use in more than a hundred cases-
constituted a cure for tuberculosis even in a very ad-
vanced stage. The drug consists of two extracts made
from herbs hitherto unknown to possess pharmaceutical
properties. Dr. Putzureanu did not describe his drug
in the medical press, but placed advertising articles
in the large daily papers. He was flooded with patients
from all parts of the country, in such large numbers
that special trains had to be run from Bucharest to


